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PATRIOT GUARD RIDERS—STAND-

ING FOR THOSE WHO STOOD FOR 
US 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, to be a 
member of the United States military is a gift, 
a sacrifice and it is an honor. Theodore Roo-
sevelt said: ‘‘No man is worth his salt who is 
not ready at all times to risk his well-being, to 
risk his body, to risk his life, in a great cause.’’ 
Every day our warriors risk their lives, and 
today I would like to pay tribute to a special 
group of at home warriors who stand for those 
fallen heroes who stood for us. They are 
known as the Patriot Guard Riders. 

The Patriot Guard Riders are a group of 
motorcyclists who pay tribute to those who 
have died serving our country. Their mission is 
to attend the funeral services of fallen soldiers; 
upholding President Roosevelt’s belief that 
brave soldiers who gave the utmost sacrifice 
for their country deserve respect and rev-
erence during their final tribute. 

Each of the riders missions have two objec-
tives, to show sincere respect for America’s 
fallen heroes, their families, and their commu-
nities; and to shield the mourning family and 
their friends from interruptions caused by pro-
testers. They have the patriotic understanding 
that each of America’s fallen heroes deserves 
respect. 

Decked out in leather, wearing shades and 
bandanas, waving Old Glory and riding 500 
plus pounds of steel, the Patriot Guard Riders 
are a terrifying but inspiring looking bunch. 
They have nicknames like Bronco, Dark 
Horse, Puddles and Wild Bill. They are right 
thinking Americans with big hearts. 

The Guard is activated each time the mili-
tary reports the death of a soldier in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan. This nationwide organization of vol-
unteers is very efficient. State Captains send 
out e-mails to members in the city where the 
soldier will be buried, and everyone jumps into 
action. They ensure that streets along the fu-
neral procession are lined with American flags. 
Each mission is accomplished through legal 
and non-violent means. If protestors are 
present and become loud, the Patriot Guard 
Riders form a flag line, turn their backs on 
protesters, and will even drown the sound of 
the protestors by singing and reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

One involved Patriot biker, Rich ‘‘Boomer’’ 
Ford, a former Navy SEAL who served in Viet-
nam, is a retired Deputy State Captain and 
Road Guard Captain for the Texas Patriot 
Guard Riders. He is the man in charge of the 
‘‘missions.’’ If you ask Boomer why he rides, 
he will tell you that he remembers the lack of 
respect received when returning home from 
Vietnam. He wants to make sure that doesn’t 
happen to these brave men and women. 
Boomer feels that each ‘‘mission’’ recognizes 
and honors the hard work our soldiers are 
doing for us overseas. These men and women 
like Boomer, who volunteer their time to help 
guard our Nation’s heroes should be forever 
remembered for their honor and dignity. 

I commend the Patriot Guard Riders for 
riding for our soldiers whose lives were given 
in pursuit of a great cause, American freedom. 
I am proud to recognize these angels on bikes 

with hearts bigger than Texas. They show 
their respect for our troops, their families, and 
our community in an honorable way, one fu-
neral at a time. They make a difference and 
represent all that is right and good in America. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

REMEMBERING COLONEL DAVID A. 
MCCRACKEN OF NEW CASTLE, 
PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. JASON ALTMIRE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cele-
brate the achievements of Colonel David A. 
McCracken, a graduate of the Army ROTC 
program at Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
and a native of New Castle, Pennsylvania, 
who passed away on September 2, 2011 after 
a battle with brain cancer. 

I, along with all Americans, am extremely 
grateful for his brave and honorable service in 
the United States Army during such an impor-
tant period in our Nation’s history. 

Colonel McCracken’s awards and decora-
tions include the Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, the Army 
Commendation Medal with one oak leaf clus-
ter, the Army Achievement Medal, the Army 
Reserve Components Achievement Medal with 
one silver and one bronze oak leaf cluster, the 
National Defense Service Medal with bronze 
star, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (Bos-
nia), Iraq Campaign Medal, Global War on 
Terrorism Medal, Armed Forces Reserve 
Medal with an ‘‘M’’ device, Army Service Rib-
bon, Overseas Service Ribbon, Army Reserve 
Components Overseas Training Ribbon, 
NATO Medal and Army Engineer Associations 
and the Bronze DeFleury Medal. 

His career was celebrated and his bravery 
unflagging, even as he received treatment for 
cancer. His service is an example of courage, 
dedication, and the values that make western 
Pennsylvania and our country great. 

Our prayers, gratitude, and condolences go 
to his family in New Castle: his parents Theo 
and Laura McCracken, as well as his wife of 
15 years, Tammy, sons, PFC Tyler Hindley 
and Connor, and daughter Maitlin. 

f 

9/11 IMPACTS ON INTERNATIONAL 
BUSINESS TRENDS 

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, I am honored 
to present to my colleagues a succinct aca-
demic analysis written by Dr. Michael Czinkota 
of the McDonough School of Business at 
Georgetown University, and his fellow profes-
sors, Gary Knight and Gabriele Suder, regard-
ing their analysis of the impact of 9/11 on the 
international business climate and the trends 
in globalizations. In light of the 10th anniver-
sary of the terrorist attacks on the United 
States, I commend to you their observations. 

TERRORISM AND INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS— 
LOOKING BACK AND STRIVING FORWARD 

(By Michael R. Czinkota, Gary Knight, and 
Gabriele Suder) 

The airplanes of 9/11 forced countless mul-
tinational corporations (MNCs) to update 
their strategic planning. Our work with ex-
ecutives at more than 150 MNCs shows that 
ten years later, companies are still grappling 
with how best to manage the terrorist 
threat. 

In the two decades before 2001, the rate at 
which firms launched international ventures 
was growing rapidly. After 9/11, foreign di-
rect investment fell dramatically as firms 
withdrew to their home markets. The popu-
larity of international-sounding company 
and brand names decreased appreciably as 
managers now emphasize domestic and local 
affiliations. 

The tendency to reverse course on 
globalization has been accompanied by de-
clining international education in the United 
States, as revealed by falling enrollments in 
foreign language and international business 
courses. In the past decade, managers shifted 
much of their focus from proactive explo-
ration of international opportunities to a de-
fensive posture emphasizing threats and vul-
nerable foreign operations. 

In Europe, the radicalization of individuals 
and groups, motivated by ideology, religion 
or economic concerns, threatens local co-
operation and social harmony. European 
business schools have benefited from tighter 
restrictions on international student enroll-
ments in the U.S., but the focus of teaching 
has shifted from global to regional trade. 

Another outcome of the terrorism threat 
has been a rise of public-private partner-
ships, in which governments and firms col-
laborate to counter them. For example, glob-
al police agencies now partner regularly with 
private firms to combat cyber crime and at-
tacks on critical computer infrastructure. 
Governments and activist groups now use so-
cial media to organize campaigns fighting 
against threats ranging from dictators to 
disease. But nations also have begun to cur-
tail social media when they are contrary to 
government interests. 

The cost of protecting against terrorism is 
many billions, while terrorist spend millions 
or less on their actions. There are abundant 
opportunities for small groups to employ 
nonweapon technologies, such as aircraft, to 
cause massive harm. Though our capacity to 
protect key facilities has improved over 
time, the security focus on high-value assets 
encourages terrorists to redirect their vio-
lence at ‘‘soft targets’’ such as transpor-
tation systems and business facilities. Great-
er security at home means attacks will in-
creasingly take aim on firms’ foreign oper-
ations. 

Companies have placed more emphasis on 
terrorism risk considerations when choosing 
how to enter foreign markets. In the last 
century, foreign direct investment (FDI) was 
the preferred approach. But terrorism has 
shifted the balance. Now many more firms 
favor entry through exporting, which per-
mits broad and rapid coverage of world mar-
kets, reduces dependence on highly visible 
physical facilities, and offers much flexi-
bility for making rapid adjustments. In 
terms of economies of scale and transaction 
costs, FDI is generally superior, but the 
risks of exporting are judged to be lower. 
Markets tend to punish failure more harshly 
than they reward success, which makes risk- 
minimizing strategies more effective. 

Skillful management of global logistics 
and supply chains cuts the risk and cost of 
downtime. Firms seek closer relations with 
suppliers and clients in order to develop 
more trust and commitment. Some have in-
creased ‘‘on-shoring’’ by bringing suppliers 
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back into the country when their remoteness 
constitutes risk. 

Terrorism causes an organizational crisis 
whose ultimate effects may be unknown, and 
poses a significant threat to the performance 
of the firm. Corporate preparedness for the 
unexpected is a vital task. Innovative man-
agers develop back-up resources, and plan for 
dislocations and sudden shocks with a flexi-
ble corporate response. 

Terrorism is a public threat, and some 
managers believe government should bear 
the cost of protecting against it. Others 
argue that a public-private partnership is 
the most effective approach, with firms tak-
ing the lead. There is also the issue whether 
corporate headquarters or the locally ex-
posed subsidiary should fund prevention and 
preparation expenditures. Regardless of who 
pays, everyone can agree on the need to 
guard against terrorism. 

Every world region is vulnerable, and most 
attacks are directed at businesses and busi-
ness-related infrastructure. Terrorism re-
quires decision-making and behaviors that 
support vigilance and development of appro-
priate strategies. Managers who fail to pre-
pare run the risk of weaker performance or 
even loss of the firm. While we can no longer 
choose the lowest cost option, ten years 
after 9/11 companies are more aware, less ex-
posed, and less vulnerable to the risk of ter-
rorism. But in the next ten years comes the 
really big task: What can and should we do 
collectively and individually to reduce the 
causes of terrorism. 

f 

CONSTITUTION DAY 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in commemoration of Constitution 
Day, as this past weekend we celebrated 224 
years since this nation’s founders first signed 
the hallowed document that governs our na-
tion to this day. 

The beauty of our Constitution is that it is a 
living document. When the Constitution was 
written, women were not permitted to own 
property, vote, or attend many institutions of 
higher learning. Today, women are earning 
doctorate degrees at higher rates than men, 
serving as CEOs of Fortune 500 Companies, 
and even as Cabinet Secretaries. 

But even with this solemn document to 
guide and govern our nation, women today 
still earn less than their male counterparts, 
and minority women even less. Women are 
more likely to be living in poverty and without 
healthcare. Women still only make up 17 per-
cent of the current Congress. 

As we continue to build on women’s rights 
in this country, we are standing on a firm foun-
dation in the Fourteenth Amendment. As we 
celebrate Constitution Day, women especially 
must remember how far we’ve come—and 
how far we still have to go. 

f 

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of Hispanic Heritage Month and cele-

brating the vast contributions of Hispanic 
Americans to the culture of the United States. 

Today, Hispanics make up 16.3% of the 
total United States’ population—that’s nearly 
50.5 million people. 

Their buying power was $1 trillion in 2010, 
and is expected to reach $1.5 trillion by 2015. 

Hispanic-owned business grew between 
2002 and 2007 by 44%—and these busi-
nesses generated $345.2 billion in sales in 
2007 alone. 

Hispanics are involved with every aspect of 
our culture—from science, to sports, business, 
government, and the arts. 

They will continue to contribute to our nation 
economically, culturally, and politically. 

This is why it’s vital to make the correct 
choices when it comes to immigration. 

Here in Washington, we need a bipartisan 
effort to make comprehensive immigration re-
form a reality. 

As Members of Congress, we must work for 
a stronger United States—a nation that recog-
nizes diversity and embraces it. 

f 

HONORING CORPORAL MICHAEL 
JOSEPH DUTCHER FOR HIS 
SERVICE TO THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Corporal Michael Joseph Dutcher of 
Asheville, North Carolina for his valiant service 
in the United States Marine Corps. The sac-
rifices Corporal Michael Joseph Dutcher made 
will not be forgotten as he put his country 
above his own needs, serving to fight for free-
dom. 

Born on November 21, 1988, Cpl. Dutcher 
grew up in Asheville, North Carolina. At Ashe-
ville High School, Cpl. Dutcher was involved in 
band, wrestling, and ROTC. Immediately after 
graduation, Cpl. Dutcher enrolled in the Ma-
rine Corps on June 18, 2007. Cpl. Dutcher 
served in Bravo Company. He served 1st Bat-
talion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, I Marine Expeditionary Force, including a 
tour of duty in Afghanistan. His personal serv-
ice awards include the Purple Heart, Combat 
Action Ribbon, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, 
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, 
Sea Service Deployment with three Bronze 
Stars, Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal, 
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Na-
tional Defense Service Medal and NATO 
Medal ISAF–Afghanistan. 

Cpl. Dutcher was a Non-Commissioned Offi-
cer of Marines, regarded by his unit as a self-
less leader who always put the well-being of 
his fellow Marines above his own. In Afghani-
stan, his unit served at the tip of the spear in 
the Sangin District of Helmand Province, the 
site of some of the fiercest fighting in all of Af-
ghanistan. On September 15, 2011, he gave 
his life while leading his Marines from the front 
against enemy forces. 

Mr. Speaker, Cpl. Dutcher embodied the 
most essential qualities of a United States Ma-
rine. He was selfless, dedicated, and brave. 
He is remembered as a man who had a tre-
mendous impact not only on his fellow Ma-
rines, but also on his family, friends, and com-

munity. Through his exemplary service in Af-
ghanistan, Cpl. Michael Joseph Dutcher has 
brought pride to Western North Carolina. It is 
truly my honor to commemorate him and I 
urge my colleagues to join me today in hon-
oring the life of Cpl. Michael Joseph Dutcher 
for the sacrifices he made for our country. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
today our national debt is 
$14,711,870,126,618.47. 

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $4,073,444,380,324.67 since then. This 
debt and its interest payments we are passing 
to our children and all future Americans. 

f 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH PRESI-
DENT OBAMA ON THE AFGHANI-
STAN/PAKISTAN STUDY GROUP 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I have been writing 
President Obama and administration officials 
since August 2010 outlining my concerns 
about the progress of the war in Afghanistan 
and asking that an Afghanistan/Pakistan Study 
Group be established to engage outside ex-
perts to bring fresh eyes to U.S. strategy in 
South Asia. 

It’s now over a year later and the adminis-
tration continues to balk at any suggestion for 
such a panel to be formed. Yet we continue to 
read headlines every week reporting about 
casualties among our brave troops and 
stepped up attacks by the Taliban, including 
assassinations of Afghan leaders. 

I firmly believe that success in South Asia 
requires a complete reexamination of U.S. pol-
icy with both Afghanistan and Pakistan. Estab-
lishing the Af/Pak Stud Group will demonstrate 
that U.S. political leaders and government offi-
cials are willing to take whatever steps nec-
essary to ensure we have the best strategy for 
long-term success in South Asia. 

I will begin today to insert in the RECORD my 
correspondence with the administration on this 
matter. My letter of August 4, 2010, to the 
president follows: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, August 4, 2010. 
Hon. BARACK H. OBAMA, 
The President, 
The White House, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: On September 14, 
2001, following the catastrophic and delib-
erate terrorist attack on our country, I 
voted to go to war in Afghanistan. I stand by 
that decision and have the utmost con-
fidence in General Petraeus’s proven leader-
ship. I also remain unequivocally committed 
to the success of our mission there and to 
the more than 100,000 American troops sacri-
ficing toward that end. In fact, it is this 
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